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A More Perfect Union: Voices for Civil Rights in America 
Click on each lesson to access its online resources. Page numbers refer to pages in the Teacher Guide. Some links 
provide access to files created by the Core Knowledge Foundation, including PDF documents that you can 
download and view with the appropriate software (such as Adobe Reader). 
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Teaching and Discussing Sensitive Topics 

• Learning for Justice 
• Learning for Justice: Social Justice Standards  
• Learning for Justice: Let’s Talk  
• Learning for Justice: Critical Practices 
• Embrace Race  
• Facing History and Ourselves  
• APA: Inclusive Language Guidelines 
• Indiana University South Bend: Culturally Responsive Education 

Resources 
• Indiana University South Bend: Culturally Responsive Educators 

Reading List 

 

Advance Preparation 

• Preamble to the United States Constitution 
• The Thirteenth Amendment 
• The Fourteenth Amendment 
• The Fifteenth Amendment 
• Library of Congress: Civil Rights Resource Guide 
• Civil Rights Teaching.org: Resources 
• Civil Rights Museum: Educator Resources 
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/lets-talk
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/critical-practices
https://www.embracerace.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/my-part-story-exploring-identity-united-states
https://www.apa.org/about/apa/equity-diversity-inclusion/language-guidelines
https://clas.iusb.edu/centers/civil-rights/culturally-responsive-educational-resources.html
https://clas.iusb.edu/centers/civil-rights/culturally-responsive-educational-resources.html
https://clas.iusb.edu/docs/CRHC-Culturally-Responsive-Educators-Reading-List-Version-1.0,-final1.pdf
https://clas.iusb.edu/docs/CRHC-Culturally-Responsive-Educators-Reading-List-Version-1.0,-final1.pdf
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/preamble/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-13/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-14/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-15/
https://loc.gov/rr/program/bib/civilrights/related.html
https://www.civilrightsteaching.org/resources
https://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/educators
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Civil Rights Concepts 

• Markkula Center: Justice and Fairness 
• Asante.Org: There's Equality, Equity... and Then There's Justice 
• Encyclopedia Britannica: Black Lives Matter 
• Human Rights Campaign: Our Work 
• Human Rights Watch: LGBT Rights 
• National Geographic: Black Codes and Jim Crow Laws 
• NPS.gov: Reconstruction 
• PBS.org: The Reconstruction Amendments 
• Encyclopedia Britannica: Reconstruction 
• History.com: Did World War II Launch the Civil Rights Movement? 
• History.com: The Civil Rights Movement 
• Library of Congress: The Civil Rights Act - World War II and the 

Postwar 
• ADL.org: The Civil Rights Movement 
• History.com: History of Gay Rights 
• Teamsters Union: Civil Rights and the Labor Movement, A Historical 

Overview 

• History.com: Feminism's Long History 
• History.com: The American Indian Movement 

Plessy v. Ferguson 

• Jim Crow Laws 
• (Audio) American Public Media: Remembering Jim Crow Laws 
• Archives.gov: Plessy v. Ferguson 
• PBS.org: Plessy v. Ferguson 
• Encyclopedia Britannica: Challenging the Separate Car Act 
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https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethical-decision-making/justice-and-fairness/
https://news.asante.org/theres-equality-equity-and-then-theres-justice/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Lives-Matter
https://www.hrc.org/our-work
https://www.hrw.org/topic/lgbt-rights
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/black-codes-and-jim-crow-laws
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/africanamericanheritage/reconstruction.htm
https://www.pbs.org/tpt/slavery-by-another-name/themes/reconstruction-amendments/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Reconstruction-United-States-history
https://www.history.com/news/did-world-war-ii-launch-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/world-war-ii-and-post-war.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/world-war-ii-and-post-war.html
https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/history-of-gay-rights
https://teamster.org/2021/02/civil-rights-and-the-labor-movement-a-historical-overview/
https://teamster.org/2021/02/civil-rights-and-the-labor-movement-a-historical-overview/
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/feminism-womens-history
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/american-indian-movement-aim
https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/links/misclink/examples.htm
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/laws.html
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/plessy-v-ferguson
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/neworleans-plessy-v-ferguson/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Jim-Crow-law#ref1225462


  
                 Online Resources  

CKLA Online Resources include links to sites external to the Core Knowledge Foundation and the 
coreknowledge.org website. These external sites are owned and operated by third-parties, and the Core 
Knowledge Foundation is not responsible for any errors or omissions in either the links themselves or the content 
of the websites. Teachers and parents should carefully review the content of these third party resources to 
determine if they appropriate for use with their students. 

Lesson 2 
 

Page Resource Links 

35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43 

Black Americans in World War II 

• World War II: The African American Experience 
• African Americans Fought for Freedom at Home and Abroad During 

World War II 
• Black Americans Who Served in World War II Faced Discrimination 

At Home and Abroad 
• Audio: “Oh Freedom” 
• Movie: Freedom Song  

Japanese American Soldiers During World War II 

• The Nisei soldiers who fought WWII enemies abroad—and were 
seen as enemies back home 

• Japanese Americans in the Military During World War II 
• Time: The Untold Story of Japanese Americans Who Fought in World 

War II 

Internment of Germans and Italians in World War II 

• LA Times: State Apologizes for Mistreatment of Italian Residents 
During World War II 

• Texas Historical Commission: Japanese, German, and Italian 
Internment 
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https://wwii.lib.ku.edu/background
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/african-americans-fought-freedom-home-and-abroad-during-world-war-ii
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/african-americans-fought-freedom-home-and-abroad-during-world-war-ii
https://www.history.com/news/black-soldiers-world-war-ii-discrimination
https://www.history.com/news/black-soldiers-world-war-ii-discrimination
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3rmosk7gyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nI7y0_aAEw
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/the-nisei-soldiers-who-fought-wwii-enemies-abroad-seen-as-enemies-back-home
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/the-nisei-soldiers-who-fought-wwii-enemies-abroad-seen-as-enemies-back-home
https://encyclopedia.densho.org/Japanese_Americans_in_military_during_World_War_II/
https://time.com/6209972/japanese-americans-fought-world-war-ii-history/
https://time.com/6209972/japanese-americans-fought-world-war-ii-history/
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2010-aug-23-la-me-italians-20100823-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2010-aug-23-la-me-italians-20100823-story.html
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/military-history/texas-world-war-ii/japanese-german-and-italian
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/military-history/texas-world-war-ii/japanese-german-and-italian
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Jackie Robinson 

• Movie: 42: The Jackie Robinson Story (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on Amazon Prime) 

 

Mendez v. Westminster 

• Thirteen.org: Landmark Cases 
• Judicial Learning Center: Civil Rights and Equal Protection 
• SPLC: NAACP et al. v. State of Mississippi et al. 
• Jones v. Alfred H. Mayer Company 
• Video: Landmark Civil Rights Cases Decided by the Supreme Court 
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https://www.amazon.com/42-Chadwick-Boseman/dp/B00DYQ1TKM
https://www.amazon.com/42-Chadwick-Boseman/dp/B00DYQ1TKM
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark.html
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/civil-rights-and-equal-protection/
https://www.splcenter.org/seeking-justice/case-docket/naacp-et-al-v-state-mississippi-et-al-administrative-complaint
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1967/645
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAlLk3MmH7c
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64 Brown v. Board of Education 

• Black Codes and Jim Crow Laws 

Emmett Till 

• Movie: Till (Note: This movie is available to 
rent on Amazon Prime) 

 
 Table of Contents  Next lesson → 

 

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/black-codes-and-jim-crow-laws/
https://www.amazon.com/Till-Danielle-Deadwyler/dp/B0B8QXT575/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3MU1N289GKAEB&keywords=Till&qid=1678374887&sprefix=till%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-2
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Little Rock Nine 
 

• Jim Crow Laws 
• (Audio) American Public Media: Remembering Jim Crow Laws 
• Zinn Education Project: Little Rock Schools Closed 
• The Lost Year  [Note: The page at this link provides the intended 

background knowledge. There are also links on this page to 
purchase a film and book on the subject of the Lost Year for a fee.] 

• The Story Behind the Little Rock Scream Image 
• The Many Lives of Hazel Bryan 
• (Audio) NPR: Elizabeth and Hazel - The Legacy of Little Rock 
• The Green Book 
• Library of Congress: The Green Book 
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https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/links/misclink/examples.htm
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/laws.html
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/tdih/little-rock-schools-closed/
http://thelostyear.com/
https://www.history.com/news/the-story-behind-the-famous-little-rock-nine-scream-image
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2011/10/elizabeth-eckford-and-hazel-bryan-what-happened-to-the-two-girls-in-the-most-famous-photo-of-the-civil-rights-era.html
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/02/140953088/elizabeth-and-hazel-the-legacy-of-little-rock
https://negromotoristgreenbook.si.edu/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016298176/
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Martin Luther King 

• (Video) Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" Speech 
• CNN: Polling During Martin Luther King's Lifetime 
• Newsweek: Most Americans Didn't Approve of Martin Luther 

King Before His Death, Polls Show 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR-PReWhMGM
https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/16/politics/martin-luther-king-jr-polling-analysis/index.html
https://www.newsweek.com/martin-luther-king-jr-was-not-always-popular-back-day-780387
https://www.newsweek.com/martin-luther-king-jr-was-not-always-popular-back-day-780387
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Fannie Lou Hamer and Voter Suppression Laws 

• Brennan Center: Five Egregious Voter Suppression 
Laws from 2021 

• League of Women Voters: Fighting Voter Suppression 
• ACLU: Voter Suppression in 2020 
• Voting Rights Alliance: 61 Forms of Voter Suppression 
• (Video) Fannie Lou Hamer's Mississippi Freedom 

Democratic Party Speech 
• “Fannie Lou Hamer's America” (Note: This video is 

available through a free trial subscription to Amazon PBS 
Documentaries) 

Videos of the Selma March 

Note to Teacher: Always preview videos for content and 
sensitivity issues before sharing with students. 

• (Video) NBC: Selma Marches 
• (Video) Bloody Sunday in Selma 
• (Video) Selma-Montgomery March 
• (Video) History.com: March from Selma to 

Montgomery 
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/5-egregious-voter-suppression-laws-2021
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/5-egregious-voter-suppression-laws-2021
https://www.lwv.org/voting-rights/fighting-voter-suppression
https://www.aclu.org/news/civil-liberties/block-the-vote-voter-suppression-in-2020
https://www.votingrightsalliance.org/forms-of-voter-suppression
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agBzy3ATja0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agBzy3ATja0
https://www.amazon.com/Fannie-Hamers-America-Elaine-Davenport/dp/B09SQFFRCN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3D2NMLB2U7Z5C&keywords=fannie+lou+hamer%27s+america&qid=1670346793&s=instant-video&sprefix=Fannie%2Cinstant-video%2C67&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snx58o2kwoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nwS8mmbfKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLQ5JO-vi8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1_KtW-9tIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1_KtW-9tIg
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Nation of Islam and Malcolm X 

• Archives.gov: Nation of Islam 
• Encyclopedia Britannica: Nation of Islam 
• SPLC: Nation of Islam 
• ADL.org: Nation of Islam 
• The Nation of Islam Website 
• (Video) Malcolm X (1992)  (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on Amazon Prime) 
• (Video) The Great Debaters (2007) (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on Amazon Prime) 
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https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/black-power/nation-of-islam
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nation-of-Islam
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/nation-islam
https://www.adl.org/resources/profile/nation-islam
https://noi.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Malcolm-X-Denzel-Washington/dp/B0097JUG86/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ISU3FHURDZHC&keywords=malcolm+x&qid=1670346677&s=instant-video&sprefix=Malcolm+%2Cinstant-video%2C70&sr=1-1
https://us.amazon.com/Great-Debaters-Denzel-Washington/dp/B009TGWYGY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CLERJBDAIKKY&keywords=the+great+debaters+prime+video&qid=1670350972&s=movies-tv&sprefix=the+great+debate%2Cmovies-tv%2C64&sr=1-1


  
                 Online Resources  

CKLA Online Resources include links to sites external to the Core Knowledge Foundation and the 
coreknowledge.org website. These external sites are owned and operated by third-parties, and the Core 
Knowledge Foundation is not responsible for any errors or omissions in either the links themselves or the content 
of the websites. Teachers and parents should carefully review the content of these third party resources to 
determine if they appropriate for use with their students. 

Lesson 9 
 

Page Resource Links 

 

 

127 

 

 

 

128 

DDT  

• EPA.gov: DDT a Brief History and Status 
• CDC.gov: DDT Fact Sheet 

Cesar Chavez 

• Video: Cesar Chavez (Note: This movie is available to 
rent on Amazon Prime) 
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https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/ddt-brief-history-and-status
https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/DDT_FactSheet.html
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cesar+chavez+movie&crid=O7RT7V2DB0VP&sprefix=Cesar+Chavez%2Caps%2C77&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_12
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cesar+chavez+movie&crid=O7RT7V2DB0VP&sprefix=Cesar+Chavez%2Caps%2C77&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_12
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139 John Lewis 

• (Video) John Lewis – Good Trouble (Note: This movie is 
available to rent or buy on YouTube.) 

 
 Table of Contents  Next lesson  →   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iyl-GY1_sG0
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Page Resource Links 

152 Enrichment 

• Movie: Freedom Song  
• Movie: 42: The Jackie Robinson Story (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on Amazon Prime) 
• Movie: Till (Note: This movie is available to rent on Amazon 

Prime) 
• (Video) Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" Speech 
• (Video) Fannie Lou Hamer's Mississippi Freedom 

Democratic Party Speech 
• "Fannie Lou Hamer's America" (Note: This video is 

available through a free trial subscription to Amazon PBS 
Documentaries) 

• (Video) NBC: Selma Marches 
• (Video) Bloody Sunday in Selma 
• (Video) Selma-Montgomery March 
• (Video) History.com: March from Selma to Montgomery 
• (Video) Malcolm X (1992)  (Note: This movie is available to 

rent on Amazon Prime) 
• (Video) The Great Debaters (2007) (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on Amazon Prime) 
• Video: Cesar Chavez (Note: This movie is available to rent on 

Amazon Prime) 
• (Video) John Lewis – Good Trouble (Note: This movie is 

available to rent on YouTube) 
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https://www.amazon.com/Malcolm-X-Denzel-Washington/dp/B0097JUG86/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ISU3FHURDZHC&keywords=malcolm+x&qid=1670346677&s=instant-video&sprefix=Malcolm+%2Cinstant-video%2C70&sr=1-1
https://us.amazon.com/Great-Debaters-Denzel-Washington/dp/B009TGWYGY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CLERJBDAIKKY&keywords=the+great+debaters+prime+video&qid=1670350972&s=movies-tv&sprefix=the+great+debate%2Cmovies-tv%2C64&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cesar+chavez+movie&crid=O7RT7V2DB0VP&sprefix=Cesar+Chavez%2Caps%2C77&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_12
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cesar+chavez+movie&crid=O7RT7V2DB0VP&sprefix=Cesar+Chavez%2Caps%2C77&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_2_12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iyl-GY1_sG0
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